The COUNTY . . .. 

FOR THE INYO PLANNING DEPARTMENT, AN ULTIMATUM TO ACT "FAST" ON THE INYO GENERAL PLAN: 
INTERVIEWS PROVIDE A LOOK INTO LAST WEEK'S CLOSED MEETING OF THE ANGRY SUPERVISORS. 


I n a lengthy and tense closed session Inyo's 
board of supervisors last week came down 
, hard on the county planning department and 
its director; in no uncertain terms the super¬ 
visors gave the department what many see as a >• 
final ultimatum to get moving on the county's 
general plan. 

Last week's stormy session was the cul- • 
mination of an investigation conducted private¬ 
ly by at least three of the supervisors who had 
called in members of tTie planning staff for 
questioning. At least two courthouse observers 
said the meeting had left KLanning Director 
Doug Sherburne "pale" and "shaken," although 
there "was no talk of firing him," according 
to one administration official. 

It was learned that in recent weeks, at 


least three of the supervisors, Wilma Muth, 
Dick Engel and Richard McDonald, had met pri¬ 
vately with members of the planning staff. Ap¬ 
parently some of the talks were initiated by 
the supervisors, some by staff members. All, 
seemingly, were attempting to find out if the 
planning department's problems lay in areas of 
manpower shortages, disorganization, authority 
or morale. 

In their executive session, which lasted 
well into the evening hours, another supervis¬ 
or reportedly suggested one planning staff mem¬ 
ber was incompetent, a suggestion rejected by 
.the other supervisors and by the planning dir¬ 
ector himself and considered a "personal" at¬ 
tack. Most of the supervisors' criticism cen¬ 
tered on Sherburne, but even that appeared to 
be criticism in which the super¬ 
visors pulled their punches. 

Sherburne meanwhile main¬ 
tains his position on "manpow¬ 
er." He claims that he lacks the 
staff to do the job demanded. In 
fact there is some evidence to 
indicate that the planning dep- 

(See THE COUNTY, Page U) 

************* 



INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER 

A NEWS ALTERNATIVE - EASTERN SIERRA NEWS SERVICE 

Compiled by John Heston and Benett Kessler 

LIMITED CIRCULATION ,^<5® A Week of 

Published weekly V Dec. 12, 1977 



—> 


THE BRIDGE TO NEGIT 

SNAKES, COYOTES - AND OTHER PREDATORS - 
WOULD DESTROY THE MONO LAKE GULL ROOKERY, 
BUT NOT IF ANGRY NATURALISTS ACT QUICKLY 

A bridge over Mono Lake's troubled waters is 
an issue provoking anger and serious con- 
. cern among a number of ecologists. At 
stake is IJegit Island's seagull rookery, sec¬ 
ond largest in the United States. Biologists, 
naturalists, ornithologists and representative 
experts of most of th e s tated scie nt ifi c com- 
munity, agree that the 
gull population will 
be drastically reduc¬ 
ed - or destroyed - by 
the predators which 
now have easy walking 
access to the gull's 
nesting sites. 

The ornitholo¬ 
gists in particular 
are angry as a flock 
of warhawks at the 
agency they see as 
the real predator - 
Los Angeles' Depart¬ 
ment of Nater and Pow¬ 
er - which for years 
has systematically 
drained off the wat¬ 
er that otherwise has 
kept Mono Lake's lev¬ 
el a constant for a 
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MONO'S "TUFA TOWERS" 
Dotted line indicates 
Previous water levels 


period of thousands of years. The receding wat¬ 
er line has finally turned Negit Island into a 
kind of peninsula with a dry-land bridge to a 
shore alive with animals. The nesting gulls, 
which gather for mating in January and Februa¬ 
ry, are now easy prey for a host of carnivores 
hungry for both the birds and their eggs. 

As a temporary measure, a few concerned 
(See MONO LAKE GULIS, back of green insert) 


GRAND JURY AND ATTORNEY GENERAL 
ENTER PLANNING COMMISSION ISSUE 

T he Inyo County Grand Jury has called in at¬ 
torneys from the attorney general's office 
to conduct an investigation into ongoing 
charges and countercharges between the planning 
commission and the board of supervisors. 

Although under law he could give no de¬ 
tails of the grand jury informata.cn. Jury Fore¬ 
man Ray Williamson said late last week that he 
thinks "there has been too much mud-slinging. 

We 're going -to scratch the surface of this iss¬ 
ue and find out what's going on." 

The jury's call for attorney general's 
representatives confirms earlier rumors that 
members of the plaining commission had them¬ 
selves contacted the AG's office. It is charged 
by the planning commission that the Inyo Board 
of Supervisors had too easily over-ridden plan¬ 
ning department recommendations in a mobile 
home development project near Big Pine, and the 
supervisors, or sons of them, were in conflict 
of interest. Although the planning commission 
members declined to name any names, they sug¬ 
gested that if "the public" or "the grand jury" 
were "sufficiently interested," then they would 
find "all the facts there." Apparently the jury 
has followed the planning commissioners' lead. 
At the time the commissioners were rumored to 
have called in the attorney general's investi¬ 
gators, none would confirm - or deny - the fact, 
but one at least pointed out that the district 
attorney "is the supervisors' attorney" which 
ruled him out for an investigation. 

Williamson said he "doesn't know" about 
how long the investigation will take. He said 
he "was willing to talk about this issue" (to 
the press) "since everybody knows about it any¬ 
way." The jury is also looking, into other mat¬ 
ters that he said he cannot talk about now, and 
that an interim report on all matters of jury 
interest will be released to the board "some¬ 
time around the end of January." 
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» » » » NOTES FR OM B.K .« « « 

CHRISTMAS CAH) OF THE YEAR: An 
attractive card which when open¬ 
ed reveals a small seedling ever¬ 
green packed in moist material. 

The little spruce will grow if 
you remove it from the card and 
plant it carefully (in filtered 
sunlight, with plenty of water.) 

Our thanks - and a holiday greet- 

ing - to Lone Fine Insuranceraan Pete Larson who 

is sending the "tree" 'cards to his friends. 



BENETT KESSLER 


SCORES, MAYBE HUNDREDS, OF MINING CLAIMS are 
being filed by Sunoco, the minerals division of 
Sun Oil Company. Sunoco is said to be looking 
for Uranium in the V'ttens Dry Lake area, and is 
keeping three drilling rigs in operation, ac¬ 
cording to our sources. Apparently Sunoco has 
struck pay dirt. The county clerk's office ver¬ 
ifies that Sunoco people have "filed a lot" of 
claims. But Sunoco is not talking much about 
what it has in mind for Inyo County. 

'/<*# 

IT TAKES NO CRYSTAL BALL to envision the day 
when the environmentalists will be taking a 
hard look at the Sunoco operation. And oppos¬ 
ing the environmentalists will be those who see 
the need here for an economic boost, not for 
more midlands. 

INCREASING INTEREST IN MINING EVERYTH ERE. We 
understand they're back at work on the Betty 
Jumbo tungsten mine in the Inyo Mountains east 
of Independence. Metal prices are sky-high and 
apparently going up again. 

■iHHfr 

D7/P IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT, or so 
says DWP land-and-lease man H.B. Jeter. The 
department wants to get rid of the Bishop 
Drive-in Theater, which is being sold along 
with the Bishop Theater. Jeter said the pres¬ 
ent owner, Merton Pond, was told long ago that 
if he sold the property, DWP would like it mov¬ 
ed or torn down. Jeter says the new owners are 
not very interested in the drive-in, "and be¬ 
sides," he adds, "it's not good to have a drive- 
in along the highway. Motorists going by at 50 
or 60 miles an hour try to watch the screen." 

ALSO SOLD* LONE PINE'S WESTERN AUTO STORE, to 
Bill and Connie Edwards of the Glendale area. 
They bought out Mel and Marge Reece, long-time 
7/A owners and Lone Pine boosters. Edwards says 
he and the family have visited this area for 
years - and finally found the opportunity to 
move here. Like the rest of us, they're hoping 
for a good tourist season. 

•JttHfr 

THEY'RE LAUGHING IN LA about a recent tour of 
DWP facilities which revealed a tremendous 
waste of water through leaking faucets, shower 
heads, etc. "and not a water conservation kit 
in sight." It seems some DV/P employees somehow 
managed to let in Larry Gross of L.A. 's "Coal¬ 
ition for Economic Survival," and he listed 
water wastes that would amount to "more than 
is v/asted in the entire Owens Valley.".♦ .And 
after all that TV ballyhoo about wasting water, 
and telling us how to flush toilets J 




THAT'S NO ALLIGATOR IN HESTON'S NE.VS-LETTER 
cartoons. It's a crocodile. As Heston explains: 
"After all, isn't DWP a'Croc' ?" 

BIG PLANS FOR A DEVELOPMENT AT OLANCHA never 
got off the ground, and it appears they were 
never intended to> as some L.A. speculators 
hoped to make a bundle out of, well, a lot of 
promotion malarkey but no real development. 
Copeland Lumber Company of Bishop is suing 
Castner Enterprises (Arlo Castner, Lester and * 
Howard Morlan). Through a local realtor they 
initiated the purchase of a lot of acreage in 
the Olancha area, but, as the realtor complain¬ 
ed, "they never came up with any cash." And now 
Copeland says in its lawsuit that Castner ran 
up a bill of about $5000 which wasn't paid. 
Castner, which has an impressive Beverly Hills 
address, is called "only a land speculation 
outfit" by the real estate people hereabouts. 

•shh* 

CONTROVERSIAL LAND DEVELOPER DEAN KNIGHT is 
no "speculator" and he wants the planning com¬ 
mission to name names in its implications that 
some county officials have a conflict of in¬ 
terest in dealing with him. However, he isn't 
maiding much headway in his demand; most of the 
supervisors want to forget about the whole 
matter. At last week's board meeting they ac¬ 
knowledged a letter from Knight asking for the 
commissioners to meet before the board. Then 
board members turned quickly to other business 
and THAT was the end of THAT. 

SOME HOLLYWOOD MOGULS wining and dining at the 
Sierra Trails in Lone Pine. If their planned 
show goes through they'll biing a film crew 
of "35 or IpO" here. And that means more wining 
and dining and that adds up to fun and profit 
for Inyo. The Dow Villa and Sierra Trails are 
favorite local hangouts for the film compan¬ 
ies. 


■JHHt 

BISHOP HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS wanting to "know 
their rights" asked District Attorney "Buck" 
Gibbons if a police officer has the legal 
right to order somebody out of a car that is 
stopped for a traffic violation. A timely 
question, said Gibbons; the Supreme Court has 
just ruled that indeed the officer has that 
right - for his own safety. Gibbons was law- 
yer-turned-teacher for a day, filling in for 
Deputy Russell Marwin who conducts a class on 
law enforcement and the legal system at Bishop 
Bpgh. The program is a presentation'of CROP 
(Community Resource Officers Program). 

SO MANY PEOPLE INTERESTED IN THEIR "RIGHTS" 
these days - but hardly ever a question about 
what our responsibilities are... 

■vHHt- 

IS ANYBODY LISTENING TO KINC THESE DAYS? It's 
worth a turn of the dial, since its music pro- 
gramming is greatly improved. A few sponsors 
are coming back, too. Only complaint: Not 
enough local news, but Harke's trying...And, 
speaking of news, may the news in your day be 
good news, every day.... 


Sincerely. 
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ECHOES FROM HOUSTON 

INYO'S CLOSET FEMINISTS STAYED HOME 
BUT THEY WATCHED WITH INTEREST THE 
( WOMEN'S CONFERENCE ISSUES AND ACTIONS 

H ouston's shreiking furor has subsided, but 
reverberations from the recent 'women's 
, conference there echo around the country 
- even to Inyo County, 

There is no organized feminist movement 
between the Sierra and the Inyo Mountains, but 
a quiet polling of county women reveals they 
were paying more attention to the Houston go¬ 
ings-on than was immediately apparent, 

Inyo women are not so vocal as their ur¬ 
ban sisters elsewhere, but privately many feel 
and express, though hesitantly, that Inyo is 
still "man's country," and perhaps too much so. 

Some women contacted by NE'E-LETTER ex¬ 
pressed little concern over the passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment, and even those who had 
some interest feel that in any case it is a 
lost cause — for now. Some feel that it mat¬ 
ters very little whether the states ratify the 
amendment or not; that "women's rights" are 
merely an extension of "civil" or "citizens'" 
rights anyway and that under these women will 
eventually gain most, if not all, of the goals 
they seek in the marketplace or political ar¬ 
ena. 

Few of those questioned could name more 
than three items in the women's conference 
Revised National Plan of Action. Of the 2£- 
point plan adopted at Houston, no more than 
ERA, abortion, and the Social Security exten¬ 
sion to housewives proposals had remained in 
the minds of most. To these, some reaction. 

The complaints of many centered on jobs. 
Although more women are stepping into the mar¬ 
ketplace, politics and the professions, their 
positions for the most part rarely take them 
beyond the "junior executive" level. 

One of the county's more prominently 
visible women - Supervisor I'&lma M u th - took 
note of that condition. She pointed out that 
Governor Jerry Brown has been criticized for 
his failure to admit more women into his ad¬ 
ministration — even though he has appointed 
more women to his administration than have his 
predecessors. His appointments of women are 
usually to commissions and lower echelon jobs. 
Said Muthj "It '3 hard for a wcman to take ov¬ 
er a cabinet position that has been tradition¬ 
ally held by a man; it's hard to expect a wo¬ 
man to lead and feel secure about it." 

Muth noted that the state director of 
Caltrans, Adriana Gianturco, has been the tar¬ 
get of continuing criticism. Sven in recent 
days, city officials at Pasadena have loudly 
demanded Gianturco's dismissal. Their compla¬ 
int: the as—yet—unfinished Long Beach Freeway, 
(Gianturco has frequently expressed innovative 
ideas about transportation; it is thought that 
even her "good ones" have been attacked by ad¬ 
ministration males angry because they hadn't 
thought of it first.) 

In Brown's administration there are now 
two openings on the state water quality con¬ 
trol board - and soon there will be a third. 
Muth herself is awaiting, as a nominee, her 
appointment to one of the positions, and, with 
experience gained through her dealings with 
the Department of Yfater and Power, is widely 


COUNTY TV HITS A SNAG 

TRANSLATOR SYSTEM WOULD HAVE USED THE 

EXISTING CABLES; "NO WAY," SAYS OWNER 

T7I rroneously assuming they could make use cf 
H. an existing cable system, the county's tel- 
„LJ evision advisory committee moved ahead in 
its plans for a translator system in the Inde¬ 
pendence area. Translator enthusiasts had sup¬ 
ported the county's venture into private enter¬ 
prise hoping to receive better — and perhaps 
cheaper - television service that might even af¬ 
ford them more viewing channels. 

The members of the translator committee, 
and supporters, had planned to use To r the pro¬ 
posed translator apparatus a power and signal 
system established years ago by Gable Televis¬ 
ion Operator Red Austin. Apparently, member., 
of the committee had been cheerfully disregard¬ 
ing Austin's opposition to the proposed county- 
financed system; such a system would obviously 
be competitive to his own. Eesides, as Austin' 
argues, there are a lot of questions about the 
county government's investment in areas of what 
many feel to be a problem of "free enterorise." 

The assumption that they could use*Aust¬ 
in's system was unjustified. "There's no way," 
says Austin, "that I 'm going to let them use 
my power and signal over Independence. I'd ac¬ 
tually be cutting my own throat to put the co¬ 
unty in the TV business in Independence. 

"The taxpayer's going to end up paying 
for it." Meanwliile, Austin has planned to sell 
his network of cables and antennae to Ted Higla 
who operates a similar system at Bishop. Aust¬ 
in says Higle "feels the same way I do." 

That leaves the translator television 
committee faced with an overall expend!ture 
estimated to be at about $50,000. But even at 
that the translator enthusiasts intend to move 
ahead, and say that the additional cost will 
mean no more to the system's users in terras of 
monthly fees. 

Austin also questions the county's pro¬ 
posal to "bill" the translator system user’s. 

Some rely on the idea - or law - that says that 
if television, like radio, "is in the air," it 
is free to any who want it and can receive it. 

The county's attempts to bill customers 
in other areas have resulted in at least one 

__ '■ (See COUNTY TV, Page 6) 


considered as emiriently qualified. A week ago, 
a spokesman at the governor' s office declined 
to comment when questioned by NE’E-LETTER on 
the appointment. 

In the Inyo County administration, wo¬ 
men hold positions of command in very few de¬ 
partments (other than Muth's supervisor's pos¬ 
ition): Rita Bromley, county clerk, and Con¬ 
nie Hildebrand, county auditor. A number of 
them, however, have been named to "management" 
positions, but, there again, a manifestation 
of the "junior executive" syndrome. 

At least two others in "the county" may 
be considered as part of its administrative 
processes: CETA's Jennifer Brooks Duncan, and 
the planning commission's Pat Yiiltsie. But 
their areas of "real authority," situated as 
they are under other governing bodies, would 
be difficult to define. 

Many women feel legislation alone can do 
(See FEMINISTS, Back Page) 
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artment workload has increased considerably in 
the past two years. Long overtime hours are 
not uncommon for some of its workers. Although 
the supervisors are aware of the problem it is 
their contention now that by better organiza¬ 
tion, more can be accomplished. They have not 
closed their ears to Sherburne’s request for 
help, but they are taking a wait-and-see pos¬ 
ition to determine what re-organization may ac¬ 
complish without that added expenditure,. 

At mid-week, following the stormy super¬ 
visors meeting, Sherburne called his staff to¬ 
gether after hours, apparently in the hope of 
re-establishing "communication" and taking a 
hard look at the job set before them by the im¬ 
patient supervisors. Staff members questioned 
later declined comment on the meeting and said 
only that a "sensitive situation" exists and 
that it appeared the department "will work it 
out." 

Sherburne said on Saturday (See interview 
accompanying) that he ha3 "no complaints" with 
his staff. 

Much of the general plan problem centers 
on what the county administrator calls a com¬ 
munications break between Sherburne, his em¬ 
ployees, the board and the planning commission. 
(See Smith question-answer interview). But the 
administrator's statements were interpreted by 


a few as indicating there may be some break¬ 
down in planning staff morale, caused either 
by overburdening or lack of direction. 

Whatever the problems, lack of action 
in the matter of the general plan update has 
cost the county several critical months. Ade¬ 
quate planning guidelines were seen by the ad¬ 
ministrator as "the hottest issue in most eouny 
ty governments." 

The "general plan" idea was mandated some 
years back by state and federal agencies. In 
recent years various county governments - the 
smaller ones in particular - have cone to dis¬ 
cover that "planning" is virtually akin to a 
"constsitution" far governing; few are the 
county departments unaffected by a "general 
plan." 

'Without a clearly defined general plan, 
all considerations of environment, zoning, 
resources, housing and construction are open 
to very loose - (and very often politically 
motivated) - interpretation. 

Many in Inyo feel, for instance, that the 
ongoing problems with the Department of Water 
and Bower might well have been avoided if the 
county had earlier had access to a well-defin¬ 
ed set of action guides. 

For detailed statements on what occurred 
in last week's executive sessions, see the 
interviews that follow. 


What happened ? 

TWO OF THE PRINCIPALS IN LAST WEEK'S CLOSED MEETING DISCUSS IN INTERVIEWS WHAT OCCURRED 
AND WHAT THEY FEEL ARE THE NECESSARY STEPS TOWARD RE-ESTABLISHING A WORKABLE PROGRAM 


(NOTE- For several days prior to last 
week s supervisors' meeting, it had 
become apparent that there existed 
several ciitical conflicts between 
the board of supervisors, the plan¬ 
ning commission, and the planning de¬ 
partment and its staff. After the ex¬ 
ecutive meeting, most supervisors ap¬ 
peared reluctant to discuss details 
of the meeting or their views on the 
planning department, or their inten¬ 
tions regarding it. Finally, after 
rumors distorted the issue. Adminis¬ 
trator John K. Smith felt that clar¬ 
ification was necessary and agreed to 
the following telephone interview. 
u nce the story was out. Planning Di¬ 
rector Doug Sherburne discussed his 
own position in an interview on Sat¬ 
urday. Both conversations with a re¬ 
porter for NEWS-LETTER follow) 


THE MEETING: SMITH'S VIEW 

QUESTION: Is there a problem with Doug Sher¬ 
burne's performance? 

ANS'.VER: His planning effort is adequate.. .Ad¬ 
ministration procedure is the problem, or he 
wouldn't have the staff talking outside the 
office. Everybody knows that; it's an indic¬ 
ation of problems...The planning commission, 
planning department and the board are against 
each other on planning issues. There's been 
a lack of communication, no coordination on 
applications. 

Q: Is Sherburne responsible for that breakdown? 

A: It's his responsibility to communicate to 
the board and planning commission, especial¬ 


ly on sticky and controversial issues to make 
sure all involved get input. I've had exten¬ 
sive talks with Doug. It's nothing radical, 
but we need a better understanding. 

Q: Has there been talk of filing Doug? 

A: There was no talk of firing him at the ex¬ 
ecutive session.•.but there was a lot of talk 
on problem areas he has. A communication gap 
has occurred in the whole planning effort, 
and in the department. When our department 
people are talking on the streets and in groups 
it isn't too good. If he's running the office 
properly he would have 100)2 loyalty and sup¬ 
port. It's not against him, but against his 
procedures. , 

Q: Do you think the problems with Dean Knight 
stem from this problem with Doug? 

A: Yes.Planning problems erode the department's - 
continuity.•.1've told Doug that planning is 
the hottest issue in most county governments. 
n e s got to have the continuity; his staff 
has got to believe in what they're doing. I 
have had two long sessions with Doug; he'll 
have to re-evaluate and re-work his proced¬ 
ures. If he can't, I don't know what will 
happen - but he has the nucleus of a good 
department...As you know, the board ordered 
Doug to report back with a program for fin¬ 
ishing the general plan and b ishop Community 
Han. If the board can be assured he'll pro¬ 
duce, they may give him another employee to 
work with. 

Q: Why has all this come up now? 

A: Pressure has been generated. It's the cul¬ 
mination since Doug came here. The Number 
One priority was the general plain and the 
Bishop Community Plan. We've had a lot of 

(See THE COUNTY, Page $) 
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TELEPHONE SERVICE 

MEW SYSTEM BYPASSES OPERATORS 

S ometime at mid-week, Independence telephone 
customers near Independence will be dialing 
direct to their call destinations - without 
an operator coming on the line to ask their num¬ 
ber. Wew automated equipment installed in recant 
months by Continental Telephone of California, 
will go into regular use "on the l£th" - this 
’Wednesday. The new equipment will automatically 
identify the caller for billing. The changeover 
will mean no elimination or reduction of toll 
cnarges . Seen as benefit to the caller, how¬ 
ever is the elimination of the operator and 
the waiting period - often as long as 30 sec¬ 
onds - that occurs before the call is actual¬ 
ly put through. 

And along with that, will be the switch¬ 
over to a microwave system installed at Indep¬ 
endence. Telephone Company officials say that 
the new system will improve sound quality in 
the system and will eliminate certain over-ride 
"hums" and static. The system joins Lone Pine 
and Bishop in the "no-operator" call-ability. 
Big fine, however, remains with the older sys¬ 
tem. 

youth Project 

DOOR-TO-DOOR, A PROGRAM TO BRIGHTEN 
HOLIDAYS FOR NEW HORIZONS' LIVE-INS 

H oping they may augment the limited income 
of Bishop's "New Horizons" youth home, its 
. staff and residents have launched a door- 
to-door campaign to sell candles. With its in¬ 
creasing number of residents, some without jobs, 
"New Horizons" hopes to push a line of fancy 
candles made by a 
similar rehabili¬ 
tation center in 
Los Angeles. The 
product is not, 
as its buyers dis¬ 
cover quickly, a 
run-of-the-mill 
home-made candle 
product. The ex¬ 
otic shells and 
flotsam from the 
seashores of 3£ 
countries are in¬ 
laid into a lum¬ 
inescent petrol¬ 
eum wax expected 
to hold up far be¬ 
yond the holiday. 

Some are set into 
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STEIN AND CANDLE 
"...a positive program." 


hand-thrown pottery bases. Says New Horizons 
Counsellor Lisa Stein: "They are selling well." 
She directs a group of the center's young peop¬ 
le who are proving to be enthusiastic salesmen, 
a reflection of the esprit generated by the re¬ 
hab center's positive program. "NH" tends to 
turn the youths away from dope and alcohol and 
toward productive self-support; for a few, the 
candle sale is a start. 

The Inyo Probation Department often turns 
to New Horizon's center as a "crisis resolutLorl' 
home. Its residents are often reluctant to de¬ 
part even when their "probation" is over. But 
each must "pay his own way." 


TIE COUNTY, Continued . . 

conversation, but no results. 

Q: Vlas there any talk of getting rid of the 
whole department? 

A: No. The department has to exist under law. 
We have to have a planning commission or a— 
geney to develope and update a master plan. 
Q: Was there any talk of any individuals on 
the rest of the planning staff not doing a 
good job? 

A: Mot to my knowledge. There's just been a 
lack of direction. Maybe Doug hasn't devel¬ 
oped the expertise to deal with the depart¬ 
ment. He sincerely thought it was under con¬ 
trol o H e had asked for two additional em¬ 
ployees at budget time to get the general 
plan and Bishop plan completed. The board 
turned him down. They believed he wasn't 
getting the most out of what he had. And 
there was no guarantee that he would get 
more production from more people. Informa— 
tion from the staff level was that there was 
no right communication - erratic administra¬ 
tion. 

Qi What's to be done now? 

A: We want Sherburne to get a product out fast 
that we can live with. 

SHERBURNE: THE PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT POSITION 

Q: Was there a meeting of your department on 
Thursday night? 

A: The planning department met to discuss the 
situation, its capabilities and capacity to 
accomplish demands...and don't confuse the 
two. We occasionally do have meetings; the 
situation now is obviously more intense. 

Q: Any plan to take some action toward updating 
the general plan? 

A: I'm planning to take action...if we can get 
the people we need... 

Q: What makes the update of the general plan 
so important light now? 

A: It's a culmination of things. It's not a 
simple matter. The focus began well over a 
year ago, when the league of Women Voters 
gave attention to the water issue, and up¬ 
date of the general plan in respect to that. 
That's the most complex issue. I maintain 
that the GP is a waiter plan, that the land 
uses specified in it do describe water use. 

Tie need to 'do a.,total overhaul of the conser¬ 
vation element. 

Q: Do you have any complaints’ about your pre¬ 
sent staff? Are they capable of accomplish¬ 
ing your goals? 

At I have no complaints about my staff. 

Q: Do you plan any re-organisation, promotions 
and so forth? 

A: There could be some reorganization. 

Q: What are the problems in your department? 

A: We have no more problems than typically oc¬ 
curring misunderstandings. 

Qt To resolve problems vail you promote some 
of your staff? 

A: For the most part, there are no problems. I 
would rather not go into that. Staff reorgan¬ 
ization depends on the board, whether they 
approve additional employees or not. 


Call 878-2582 for NEWS-LETTER subscriptions. 
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The NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to public ^Y/ 
issues, and the editors will publish on the FORUM page those/-^/^- 


they consider timely. Letters should not exceed 200 words. Viewpoints concisely 
stated are those most likely to be published. Address your statement to INYO 
COUNTY NEWS-LETTER, Box 531, Independence 93526, or call (714) 878-2582 or 878-2381 



BACK TO BASICS: BISHOP FACULTY WANTS 
MORE ACTION IN THE CLASSROOM AND LESS 
EMPHASIS ON "EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITY" 

To the editors: 

The impact of so-called "extra-curricu¬ 
lar activities" is cutting into the scholastic 
work in the Bishop schools. Along with the fac¬ 
ulty, I feel that, essentially, the pendulum 
has swung too far toward social activities and 
far array from academic emphasis. Yfe now prop¬ 
ose to establish some kind of balance in the 
school atmosphere. 

The problem is not just athletics, but 
also field trips and the presence of visitors 
in the schools. At times there have been five 
or six students absent from a class of 30. 
Teachers feel the impact on their programs and 
on individual students is getting serious. We 
have decided to take a look at the situation 
and propose some changes. 

One of these would be the scheduling of 
activities on -Fridays and Saturdays, although 
co-ordinating this plan with other schools and 
finding transportation might pose a problem. 

We also hope to cut down on the impact 
of "Homecoming." Last year, it amounted to 
three days - this year two - and next year, 
perhaps one and a half days. 

In our negotiations with the student 
council we have also suggested that the entire 
pep squad go to out-of-town games on Fridays 
only... .'.Ye just want to make better accomoda- 


THE GREEN PAGE 

AN EDITORS' NOTE TO NEWS-LETTER READERS 

This week for the first time, INYO COUNTY 
NEUVS-LETTER carries among its pages an adver¬ 
tising insert - this at the specific request 
of the advertiser who wished to reach out to 
NEWS-LETTER'S unique reader market. 

So far, it has not been the policy of NEWS¬ 
LETTER to carry advertising, as such. Its lim¬ 
ited circulation (now only a few hundred), is 
hardly large enough to attract advertisers. 
From time to time, however, upon request, a 
special insert will be provided (aside from 
NEWS-LETTER’S new 3 columns) for those who may 
have in mind a certain advertising program. 

The advertisement included this week on a sep¬ 
arate green page, will appear again next week. 

NEWS-LETTER wishes to remain essentially 
independent from advertisers, but this places 
a high burden of cost on subscribers. 

If, however, the advertisers take interest 
in NEWS-LETTER’s growing circulation, a limit¬ 
ed number of such "inserts" will be published, 
these completely aside from editorial content 
or policy. If such should occur on a regular 
basis, NE7/S-LETTER subscribers ’/dll be afford¬ 
ed generous reductions (up to 2$%) in the am¬ 
ount they pay for subscriptions. At this time, 
however, it is unlikely that the editors of 
the NEWS-LETTER will actively pursue advertis¬ 
ing accounts. 


tions with these activities. Everyone recog¬ 
nizes the importance of sports in school spir- • 
it and student involvement. 

The advent of girls' athletics has add¬ 
ed to the total impact, with more students in¬ 
volved in sports than ever before. 

’We have met with principals from schools 
in the Desert Inyo League. They're willing to 
cooperate as much as possible on the Friday 
night and Saturday game idea, but we all re¬ 
cognize that it's a tough problem to work out. 

But we are continuing to look for the 
best solutions: Our goal is to establish a 
balance for the best education, and at this 
point the pendulum has got to swing back to 
middle ground. 

- Don Taylor 
Superintendent, 
Bishop Schools 


COUNTY TELEVISION, Continued 

lawsuit against the county government - this 
after a Bishop couple was hauled into court by 
the county seeking to collect an unpaid bill. 
Austin avers that "If they put in a translator 
system at Independence, there's just going to 
be more lawsuits." 

In answer to the claims that the county 
should not be in the TV business, a few offic-. 
ials say that "private enterprise" has failed 
to provide adequate quality service throughout 
the county - and that "a majority of people" 
would rather have the local government do the 
job than lack the quality viewing it offers. 

One member of the translator committee, 
Howard Knox of Bishop, was asked why the com¬ 
mittee had assumed the use of Austin's system. 
He replied that "Ted Higle is in the process 
of buying' out Red Austin and I believe he stat¬ 
ed to the commission that he would furnish po¬ 
wer and a signal at least temporarily, if he 
could buy the system from Austin." 

Knox says the translator commission "is 
not trying to put Austin out of business." 

That may be,, but estimates for seivice 
(about per month, per hookup) undercuts 
Austin's fee by several dollars in some cases. 
Some have criticized Austin's cables and re¬ 
ceiving system as lacking quality; there was 
no explanation, however, as to how the county 
might "improve" service by using the same eq¬ 
uipment, even if allowed to. 

Elaine Noxon, chairman of the committee, 
said, "There are many ramifications of the 
whole thing," and referred enquirants to the 
county administrator. 

Faced with those "ramificationssome 
are thinking Red's seivice is not too bad. 
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ADVERTISING INSERT 


WHETHER YOU ARE IN THE HIGH OR LOW 

TAX BRACKET 

WITH MORE INFLATION AHEAD 
HERE IS AN UNUSUAL 

TAX SHELTER 

WHICH WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH A 

SUBSTANTIAL PROFIT 

I WILL SELL OR JOINT VENTURE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THOUSANDS OF ACRES 

(IN ONE block) 

OF LEVEL, DEEP, TILLABLE 

UNDEVELOPED FARM-TEXTURED SOIL 

Located in a fertile CALIFORNIA VALLEY, near 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA. 

Power lines, paved road, telephone. 

Proven Underground water. 

(now in sagebrush; same soil type; same valley, 

produces high yields of cotton, alfalfa, 
melons, vegetables) . 

May be available in increments of 

40-80-160 Acres 

Includes large airport for fly-in Ranches and 
small farms, plus about 2,000 acres in a 

PRESENTLY RECORDED SUBDIVISION OF ABOUT 


760-2*3 Acres each 


Well drilling program is planned for development 
of PROVEN UNDERGROUND WATER. Property is free 
and clear, fully paid for. It has been owned over 
30 years by an old Family Trust, and is the last 
remaining large block of tillable, undeveloped, 
level farm textured SOIL in the STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
so favorably 1ocated--within commuting distance of 
the 

FAST GROWING AND FABULOUS CITY OF 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA. 

This huge property holds a very large economic 
potential. It will pay any interested and quali¬ 
fied person or Company to early investigate its 
many potentials. 

PRICE : $375 & $475 per acre, terms, 

payable in 12 year installments. 

Subject to negotiation. 

If interested--contact: 

ROLAND WILEY, TRUSTEE (702) 384-5149 
Between 6 & 8 p.m. Pacific Time. Las Vegas, Nevada. 


























HOMO LAKE GULLS, Continued 

groups and individuals (Among them: the Sierra 
Club, Audobon Society, Eiiends of the Earth, 
etc.) hope to dredge out a channel between the 
former island and the rapidly receding shore¬ 
line. In pre-DY/P years, almost a mile of water 
had separated the island. A few determined 
scientists say they don't know where to obtain 
•funding for their project, but they'll "man¬ 
age somehow." They agree that if the dredging 
project is not soon completed, the January 
nesting season could go hard on the gulls. 

Mono Lake's doom was sealed with con¬ 
gressional passage of "Public Law 86U" back in 
1931* The law withdrew the public lands in Mo¬ 
no Basin "from settlement, location, filing, 
entiy or disposal...for the protection of the 
watershed supplying the city of Los Angeles." 
It was a law applauded by L.A. 's burgeoning 
industrial and big business complexes which 
are still the big money power behind DYfP's 
mostly-autonomous authority. Without continu¬ 
ous and increasing water flow, there could be 
no continuous and increasing economic growth. 

U.'IP wasted no time in diverting all the 
waters that previously fed the prehistoric 
lake which, like Owens Lake, had harbored a 
number of large steamships in very recent his¬ 
tory. The lake shimmered, bright, broad, deep. 

In 1971, the Bureau of Land Management 
gave a small crust of recognition to the state 
naturalists' groups: Negit was declared "a 
wildlife sanctuary." But once the assignment • 
was made the BLM (politically sensitive to 
DY/P's state and national clout) sat back and 
determined to look the other way. Complaints 
arose.Of no help at all to the troubled nat¬ 
uralists was BLM's sole ansv/er to the prob™ - ! 

lem: a suggestion that "someone" buy water 
from DYrP "and put it back into the lake." 

Equally disturbing to the naturalists i$' 
the continued apathy of the Mono County gov- 


News Briefs 

PETALONYX GILMANII, PIO, THE GOOD BOOK, 
DARWIN RURALIZATION, AND WORK PAST 65 

The grey-green fuzzy desert plant called 
Petalonyx Gilmanii which in recent months has 
stood ecologically in the way of Darwin's dev¬ 
elopment, has been ruled out as an endangered 
plant species - and now Darwin, if it can find 
direction motivation, can move ahead. The sup¬ 
ervisors say that little Petalonyx, "The Death 
Valley Sandpaper Plant," does not grow within 
the Darwin Townsite and therefore is not an is¬ 
sue in community planning. Ydth or without the 
Petalonyx, observers felt that Darwin is not 
immediately threatened with "urban sprawl," and 
now has also been ruled "rural" and no longer 
governed by urban planning rules. Darwinites 
only wanted to fix some plumbing leaks and add 
a room here and there anyway. 

fa# 

They call it the "Good Book," a 96-page 
document spelling out a cost-of-living increase 
and "benefits" for the county school employees. 
County school administrators and their employ¬ 
ees finally got together under the guidance of 
a state mediator and have ended their long and 
sometimes bitter squabbles. The "Good Book" al¬ 
so sets an increase of up to 6.5/S next year. 

fa# 

Now it's official: County employees can 


eminent, which for years has taken an easy 
attitude toward the depredations of DWP. One 
spokesman for the scientific community resent¬ 
fully said the Mono administration is more con¬ 
cerned with "turning Mammoth Lakes into an ec¬ 
ological disaster." Few would deny that there 
is more cash-flow from tourists and developers 
than from seagulls. 

In spite of everything against them, how¬ 
ever, the ecological groups am optimistic, and 
will soon go to court with the issue. Early eiV 
forts to deal with DWP were met with "no res¬ 
ponse." David YfLnkler, who has written a schol¬ 
arly report on the Negit*Island and Mono Lake •- 

situation, has exerted 
a strong influence in 
generating public con¬ 
cern. At a recent inter¬ 
agency meeting, he talk- 
to DWP representatives 
(including DWP Owens 
Valley official Janes 
Y/ickser). "There was no 
response when I talked. 
They just smiled and 
nodded. They know what 
I said is true, but they 
also think there's not¬ 
hing we caia do about it J* 
In that view, the 
DUTP may be mistaken. It has long been the dep¬ 
artment's position that the city's water proj¬ 
ects were established before recent environmen¬ 
tal controls were legislated and therefore re¬ 
main unaffected by them. In the nation, other 
agencies have maintained similar views - un¬ 
til the courts ruled otherwise. In a world of 
militant and (so far) enormously effective ec¬ 
ologists, agencies resting serene and smug ig¬ 
nore such issues at their peril. Y/inkler says 
flatly that the Mono Lake issue "is now a mat¬ 
ter for the courts to decide." 

One concerned Inyo resident. Biologist 
Enid Larson, said with assurance: "For the 
first time in 75 years, DVIP is off-balance and 
there's now hope to save the Inyo-Mono area 
from destruction." In view of the amazing - 
and to some, frightening - successes in other 
similar cases carried into court by the ecol¬ 
ogical groups, such optimism may be justified. 
But Los Angeles officials have shown little re¬ 
action to the threat of another lawsuit. They 
have candidly announced their intentions to 
turn Mono Lake's islands into "isthmuses," and 
leave the late bottom around them literally 
high and dry. To their thinking,apparently, any 
other course is for the birds. _ 

work beyond the retirement age of 65 - but on¬ 
ly with occasional "reviews" of their work per¬ 
formance. The supervisors passed an amendment 
bringing the over-65 job matter in line with 
state and federal mandates. 

With more than a hundred applicants on 
hand, the supervisors this'week are taking an-- 
other look at their proposal to hire a public 
infonnation officer. The matter has dragged on 
for months with the sups demonstrating an un¬ 
explained reluctance to take action in the PTO 
matter. The HO, if hired, would play a major 
role in the county—DWP issue, publicity-wise. 

fa#- 

Southern Inyo Artisan's Guild at Lone 
Hne has "earned more than $1000" toward re¬ 
novation of old Lone Pine Hotel. 
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MONO LAKE GULL 
His island rookery 
is at stake. 
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The MEDIA 

A SHEPHERD'S PASS PLANE CRASH AND ITS 
WOMAN SURVIVOR WILL BE AN NBC FEATURE 

I auren Elder was back in town last week, feel- 
I | ing fine and happily making plans with a 
J—J production company to film the story of her 
previous experience in Inyo County - the plane 
crash that claimed the lives of her pilot and a 
friend, but which brought her national promin¬ 
ence when she walked 
away from it alive. 

Elder, who is an 
artist living in Oak¬ 
land, was accompanied 
here by an NBC Execut¬ 
ive Producer Gerald 
Leider, by a second 
producer, and an Emmy- 
award-winning writer* 
In an interview, 
Leider said they came 
to Inyo and the Shep¬ 
herd's Pass area west 
of Independence - so 
they could "get a feel 
for Lauren's experience 


,7.7, .J!. 
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LEIDER 

Executive producer... 

."..to check out the potential shooting locations 
and decide how the film should be written." NBC 
will air the film. 

After the plane crash. Elder had been ta¬ 
ken to Southern Inyo Hospital. From high in the 
Sierra she had managed - somehow - to walk away 
from the crash. Arriving at Independence late 
at night, she knocked on doors until a motel ow¬ 
ner got help for her. 

In April, Dutton and Company will publish 
her book about the ex¬ 
perience. It is on the 
book, "And One Alone 
Survived," that Leider 
will base his film. 

The screenwriter 
chosen for the job. Lane 
Slate, says now that he 
is not sure "how he will 
put it all together." 

But few doubt that he 
can and will, if his re¬ 
cord as a screen expert 
iB any key to his abili¬ 
ty! Slate wrote, among 
many others, "Tiger Tail 
Joe," the TV film epic 
.based on the political career of the late Sen¬ 
ator Joe McCarthy and the "Bed scare." Prod- i 



NODELLA 

...the producer... 
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ucer Burt Nodella, also with the group in In¬ 
yo, was the producer of the "Get Smart" tele¬ 
vision series. As members of the group explain¬ 
ed, "Everything's still in the beginning stag¬ 
es." So far it is not 
yet clear whether Us. 
Elder will replay the 
drama she experienced, 
as an actress. Although 
she is an accomplished 
illustrator and fine 
artist, she has no film 
or theater background. 

The Hollywood ex¬ 
ecutives, who are also 
associated with Warner 
Drothers, stayed in the 
area for two days. Head¬ 
quartering at Lone Pine, 
they hiked into the high 

r ______ country, and into the 

Shepherd Pass area where ELder's story began in 
April, more than a year ago. 

Except for her book, "nothing much" has 
happened in the young artists's life. She had 
remained with the others at the crash site for 
many hours, but when they died she determined 
that the only way she herself m ight survive was 
to walk out, in spite of her in juries. 

Her experience, 
actual and psychologi¬ 
cal, apparently afford¬ 
ed her insights into 
herself and her life, 
and on these Slate will 
focus his script. When 
she rested safely in 
the hospital at Lone 
Fine, Elder told some 
newsmen that she "felt 
very powerful" and that 
she made herself "do 
something she thought 
she could never do." 

On completion of ELDER 

a script and other prep- ...their subject, 
arations, filming should begin "sometime next 
May." 

THE LOCAL MEDIA: ROY MAYHUGH 
SELLS KI0Q-FM TO EASTERN DOCTORS 

Last week. Bishop's Roy Mayhugh disclosed 
"officially" what for some time has been no real 
secret! He has sold his popular and growing FU 
station, KEOQ (100 FM). 

The new owners are two Rhode Island doc¬ 
tors, Eric Johnson and Brent Lambert, who have 
teamed up with a third partner, Gary Crowder. 

The latter has "been in radio" for 2£ years arxl 
on him will rest executive responsibility. 

Mayhugh said the deal has been closed for 
some time. It is in the final stages of escrow. 
Why, then, no announcement? Explanation lies in 
the fact that a transfer of radio licenses is 
no overnight matter. The FCC oversees with a 
heavy authority its licensees and is "notorious¬ 
ly slow" in okaying transfers. Then, too, the 
Forest Service must transfer its permit, since 
KIOQ's broadcast tower is on USFS lands. 

KIOQ's growing audience can expect few if 
any changes in the. news-music station's broad- 

(See The MEDIA, Page 8) 
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THE MEDIA, Continued 

cast format# As for personnel, Mayhugh says 
that Nev.'S Diroctor Bob Wellman will be given a 
management role in addition to his news duties# 
News and entertainment policies will remain 
"essentially the same," since, as one of the 
principals said, "Why change a good system?" 

And "good system" it appears to be. The 
new owners are moving into a proven, though 
still controversial, formula long ago estab¬ 
lished by Mayhugh and his Los Angeles partner. 
Jay Stevens: a mixture of friendly, though not 
overpowering banter between music selections 
that appeal to the "larger audience," and a 
nore-or-less complete county-wide news cover¬ 
age* It is news with little or no interfer¬ 
ence from management and which pulls no punch¬ 
es to favor either advertisers or "sacred cqw" 
institutions. Wellman's sports coverage has 
been considered another success factor. 

Mayhugh and Stevens started KIOQ from a 
tiny space in Mayhugh's garagej For the few 
who at that time listened to FM radio it was 
heard only barely outside -Bishop. Now, from 
its new downtown studios, FM-100 reaches out 
to the southern parts of the county, well in¬ 
to Mono County, and far into Nevada. 

Mayhugh may try his talents elsewhere, 
although his immediate plans are indefinite.' 

He will, however, "continue the partnership 
with Stevens." There was no "official" word 
on what the new owners paid for KIOQ, but 
it was believed -the price was in the area of 
3100,000. 


FEMINISTS, Continued 

very little to improve their situation - even 
where they want it improved. Like "equality" 
in any area (racial, economic, social, etc.) 
it defies legislative control because it is a 
matter of public consciousness-level and long- 
established (and often outworn) public atti¬ 
tudes. One Inyo County worker, a secretary, 
has planned on entering law school. Lawyer 
friends have told her, and other women enter¬ 
ing Law, that "women make good lawyers, but 
not good trial lawyers." (It is believed by 
some that the presence of women on juries is 
in fact the point against women as trial law¬ 
yers* The women jurors, it seems, either envy 
or resent the woman before the bench, finding 
her too much of a reminder of their own lack 
of education or initiative.) 

Of the points of action adopted by the 
women at Huston, it is interesting to note 
that although the women contacted here were 
"interested" in the abortion issue, few felt 
that it was in anyway relevant to-there own 
lives. 

Of interest too - and this may lie at 
the root of the issue - was the reluctance of 
women to speak their views "for the record." 
Most chose to maintain their anonymity. One 
may have voiced the secret feelings of all: 
"Vihy all the fuss about it? ’Thy Houston? We 
usually get what we want sooner or later any¬ 
way." 

And to that, even the mo3t chauvinistic 
of males will probably add a resigned "Amen." 


: ra/[ 


eastern sierra //news service 


INDEPENDENCE, CALIFORNIA 


INYO COUNTY, 

878-2582 - 878-2381 / NEVYS^LETTER 

ESSU^^^ "May the news in your day bo Rood news every day" 


JOHN HESTON • BENETT KESSLER 


V 


All correspondence to the 
INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER should 
be addressed to PO Box 531 or 
275, Independence, Cal. 93526 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


• \ 
V 


US POSTAGE PAID 
BULK RATE 
Independence, Cal. 
Permit #6 
93526 


TO: 


Buck Gibbons 
Drawer D 

Independence, CA 93526 































